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                In this contribution, I shall very briefly focus on four aspects of Nicole Hassoun’s insightful book Globalization and Global Justice (Hassoun 2012). All four aspects concern the central theoretical claim made in the book, namely that (3) a compelling case for aid – (4) and one that libertarians, against all odds, must accept – can be made on the grounds of (2) what coercive institutions require (1) in order to be legitimate (rather than from a perspective of distributive justice).1 My comments will consist in breaking down the claim in what I take to be its four main components, and ask questions/raise doubts about each of them. In other words, I am going to: 
                    1. The case for aid as a case made on the basis of liberal legitimacy

Hassoun argues that we have significant obligations to lift the global poor out of (at least extreme) poverty not because failing to do so would be unjust (from the perspective of some specific conception of distributive justice), but rather because doing so is the only way to make the global coercive institutions that apply to (virtually) all individuals around the globe legitimate. The point, in other words, is that institutions that exercise coercive power over individuals must be legitimate, and a necessary (although plausibly and presumably not sufficient) condition for them to be so is that their subjects must be able to secure a range of basic capacities. This is the case because coercive power can be exercised legitimately only when those who are subjected to it can consent to, or withdraw consent from, the relevant coercive rules – and being securely in control of a set of basic capacities is necessary, albeit not sufficient, for people to do so. If the extremely poor cannot plan how they are going to make ends meet tomorrow, they surely do not have the time, the energy, and (most importantly) the power to question and control the coercive power that is imposed on them.
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